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' hate you in her heart, she will at least treat you with
4 civility.

4 Nay, the invitation is not his, but her's; and I am
4 convinced *they will both behave to you with the
4 greatest friendship: his I am sure will be sincere, as to
* the wife of a friend entrusted to his care; arid her's will,
4 from good-breeding, have not only the appearances, but
4 the effects^ of the truest friendship/

41 understand you, my dear, at last,' said she, (indeed
she had rambled into very strange conceits from some
parts of his discourse) 4and I will give you my resolution

4 in a word------1 will do the duty of a wife; and that is,

4 to attend her husband wherever he goes.'

Booth attempted to reason with her, but all to no
purpose. Siie gave, indeed, a quiet hearing to all he
said, and even to those parts which most displeased her
ears; I mean those in which he exaggerated the great
goodness and disinterested generosity of his friend; but
her resolution remained inflexible, and resisted the force
of all his arguments with a steadiness of opposition,
which it would have been almost excusable in Mm to
have construed into stubboi*nness.

The doctor arrived in the midst of the dispute; and,
having heard the merits of the cause on both sides,
delivered his opinion in the following words:

4 I have always thought it, my dear children, a matter
4 of the utmost nicety, to interfere in any differences
4 between husband and wife; but, since you both desire
4 me, witli such earnestness, to give you my sentiments
4 on the present contest between you, I will give you my
4 thoughts as well as I am able. In the first place, theix,
4 can any thing be more reasonable than for a wife to
4 desire to attend her husband? It is, as my favourite
4 child observes, no more than a desire to do her duty;
4 and 1 make no doubt but thut is one great reason of her